
WHPA Joint Intervention on MDGs 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of the International Council of Nurses, the World 

Medical Association, the International Pharmaceutical Federation, the World Confederation for 

Physical Therapy and the World Dental Federation, which together form the World Health 

Professions Alliance -WHPA. 

 
The Millennium Development Goals are a powerful force in maintaining support for health as a 
crucial element of development. We are pleased that WHO is facilitating a global consultation on 
how health should be reflected in the post-2015 development agenda. Securing the place of health in 
general and mapping of person-centred and population focussed indicators in particular should be a 
priority for WHO. The priorities and definition of health post-2015 need to reflect current and 
emerging disease burdens and health threats; including communicable and noncommunicable 
diseases. It is time to go beyond a focus on single diseases, a 'silo' approach as this can distort health 
system priorities and resource allocations. 
 
While the MDGs succeeded in recognizing the centrality of health to human development, they 
lacked a holistic approach that links individual risk factors with social, economic and environmental 
determinants of health.  
 
In mapping the future agenda, WHPA urges WHO and governments to: 
 

 focus on equitable and universal access to health services as a human right emphasising a 
primary health care approach. 

 adopt a holistic approach linking individual risk factors with social, economic and environmental 
determinants of health. 

 deliver well-being through a people centred approach rather than on specific diseases and 
targets. 

 strengthen health systems at the point of service delivery by increasing the numbers and 
improving the distribution of health professionals. 

 recognise the link between noncommunicable diseases, communicable diseases and the social 
determinants of health.  

 
WHPA believes revisiting the post-2015 development framework with a holistic and multi-sectoral 
response is foundational.  It is time to view health and well-being of persons and populations as an 
outcome of coherent policies and broader societal and environmental forces.  
 
 


